                                         PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES

                                        SUNDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2007

In Attendance:  Frank Tenaglia, Ginny Williams, Frank Hogan, Pat Costello, Leo Vercollone, Mary Weimer, Tom MacDonald, Fr. Bryan, Fr. Ken, Neal Doherty, Ed Joubert, Jim Dinneen, Andrea Heinstadt.  Guests:  Anne Southwood, Tracy Kimball, Julie Gearin.

     Holy Family Parish and the Parish Council have committed to a three year process of spiritual and pastoral renewal called ARISE Together in Christ.  Two parishioners, Tracy Kimball and Julie Gearinhave experienced this program in other parishes and were invited to this month’s Council meeting to share their feelings about ARISE.  Julie’s experience was in Mattapiosett  and it was a wonderful, the  best faith sharing experience she has ever had.   It was a great time for self-reflection and she was very positive about it.  Tracy had her experience with ARISE in Greenbay, Wisconsin and was equally enthusiastic.  She saw it as a community building opportunity, with weekly readings and follow throughs with groups in a non-threatening environment.  Both women felt the program was extremely worthwhile in so far as there was a reaching out to those who might need more affirmation of their faith and an increased sense of community with the church.  The Spring launching for ARISE on the South Shore will happen at Holy Family on Thursday, February 28 from 7 – 9 PM.

           Fr. Bryan Updates:

           Four parishioners attended the Bi-Centennial Mass at the Cathedral said by Cardinal O’Malley today at 2PM.  Anyone interested in the program of activities for the Bi-Centennial year can go to the website Boston 200.org.

          The Holy Family Christmas Concert will be held Sunday, Dec. 9 at 3 PM.

           There will be an evening of prayer with Deacon Dan Burns on Tuesday, December 18 at 7:30 PM which will then lead into a penance service.

          Fr. Bryan will speak on a financial update next weekend at all Masses.

          Fr. Bryan and Fr. Ken have scheduled the Sacrament of Reconciliation for each weekend and the Saturday before Christmas.  A suggestion was made to have the schedule put into the Clipper and also on the website.

          A discussion was held about the terms of membership for the Parish Council members.  It has been a three year re-newable term and a new rotation will start after the first of the year.  The Council needs to have a couple of youth representatives. Fr. Bryan would like to have a group of 12-15 members with people who can look at the big picture for successful parish life, thinkers rather than doers who will help him move forward with his vision of Parish Life. 

           Anne Southwood reports:  

           Anne attended the Archdiocesan Pastoral Council South-region Communication Meeting at St. Mary’s, Scituate on Nov. 29.  Please see her very comprehensive report at the end of the Council Minutes.

          Fr. Cannon reports:  Re:  Sparking Youth Ministry 

          The kick off will be in the Fall of 2008.  The next meeting for the parish representatives will be in January.  The need now is for the Events Team to plan activities for the Junior and Senior High School Students.

          Mary Weimer reports:  Footprints

          There were 75 children at the Pizza, Prayer and a Movie in November, a great turnout!   The new group of parents contributing their time and talents are a great addition to the program.  The kids did a terrific job doing Thanksgiving cards for the Thanksgiving baskets.  The next event is Bingo on Friday, Dec. 7.  Anyone in grades 3 – 5 are welcome.

          Ed Joubert reports;  Parish Website:

           He met with Neal Doherty, Bob and Tim George and things are moving slowly, but steadily forward.

          Frank Hogan reports:  Interfaith Council

          !50 baskets were prepared for Thanksgiving and work has already begun on the Christmas baskets.  There were about 150 people who attended the Interfaith Service at Bumpus Park.  Thanks to Leo Vercollone for the use of his truch and the Parish for the use of the church to get the baskets packed.  The Interfaith Council is looking for a third member from Holy Family as we can have three representatives.

          Frank Tenaglia reports:  ASP

          Another training session has started and there are 16 more kids than can be accommodated.  They may have to break into two groups which is not the favored solution.  Candidates are being limited to Sophmores, Juniors and Seniors.  Fund raisers are the preferential seat raffle for Christmas and the Superbowl Pizza extravaganza.  

         Leo Vercollone reports:  Confirmation Retreat

         It was a privilege for him to be involved with 32 boys (and about the same number of girls) on the retreat which was a great benefit to all.  There is a need to examine how this event comes together as there has been some difficulty with last minute planning. The Council agrees this is so important for the youth of the parish and would like to see more follow-up done.

          Andrea Heinstadt request: 

          She would like to continue looking into signage for the front of the church so that events can be posted for all drive-bys to see.  Fr. Bryan allowed her to go forward with this investigation.

The next Parish Council meeting is Sunday, January 6 at 7 PM. 

