Parish Council Sunday, October 14, 2007

In Attendance:  Fr. Bryan Parrish, Fr. Ken Cannon, Leo Vercellone, Dan Burns, Neal Doherty, Ed Joubert,  Mary Weimer, Jim Dinneen, Frank Hogan, Ginny Williams, Tom MacDonald, Pat Costello, Andrea Heinstadt

Sparking Youth Ministry:  Fr. Cannon has scheduled the next meeting with Steve Colella on November 14th.  The steering and events committees will be meeting with Steve to come up with winter kick-off events for the Middle and High Schools.  Hopefully, parishioners will contribute a couple of hours a year to help with these events.  Fr. Cannon will be completing the report developed form the Parish wide meeting and submitting it.  This program is developing slowly but surely and Fr. Parrish stated he is definitely committed to the Youth Ministry.

Fr. Bryan Parrish:  Fr. asked the Council’s advice about the end of the year appeal for the retirement of the mortgage.  He would like to speak briefly on behalf of the pledges and reference the Finance Committee’s report and encourage people to read it rather than anyone reporting from the altar.  There would also be a bulletin insert and a home mailing going over all finances. The Council agreed with Father’s format.

          Father Bryan also asked the Council’s input about whether Catholic Leadership, which is charged with increasing voter registration and informing people about the candidates should be allowed to come to the Parish.  Fr. Bryan would rather have parishioners do the distribution of materials if we were chosen.  Council members felt that since most of the parishioners here were most likely registered we probably wouldn’t be asked anyway.  But Nancy Oakes would be contacted to see what the percentages of people in town were eligible or already registered.

RENEW – Arise Together in Christ:  Attending a meeting at St. Mary’s in Hanover about this program were Neal Doherty, Ginny Williams, Ed Joubert, Art Keefe and Andrea Heinstadt.  RENEW International fosters spiritual renewal in the Catholic tradition by empowering individuals and communities to encounter God in everyday life, deepen and share faith and connect faith with action.  The attendees to the information session were strongly in favor of adapting this program.  It is run by the Dominican nuns and started in Newark, New Jersey where it has seen great success.  This could be a real opportunity to support neighborhood outreach and renew parish life.  It is molded to each parish’s needs and is particularly concerned with evangelization to those who have fallen away.  Fr. Parrish and Fr. Cannon will be attending an informational session in November for priests.

Parish Website:  Ed Joubert and Neal Doherty have met with the new webmaster, Bob George to make our website more current.  The next stage would hopefully be one of interaction where people could log on, obtain registration forms, etc.  It was suggested that perhaps high school or college students could up date schedules, etc on a weekly basis.

Altar Servers:  Tom MacDonald reported that training for new servers starts Monday, October 22nd at 7PM in the church.  There are about a dozen new kids.  On Saturday, October 13th,Tom, his son and several other servers attended a mass of server appreciation said by Cardinal O’Malley at the Cathedral of the Sacred Heart and each server there was given a small wooden cross and a letter of appreciation.  A suggestion was made that each of our servers should be given a cross that they would wear during the Mass they were serving.

Footprints:  Mary Weimer is still looking for someone to take over leadership of this ministry as she would like to move on.  There are several who may be interested and it was suggested this could be a joint leadership ministry.  Mary will update us next meeting.

Walk for Life:  Pat Costello attended this in Boston and said the Pro-life walk was a success.

The next Parish Council Meeting is Sunday, November 4th at 7PM.   

